
       WAUNETA HAPPENINGS 

 NOVEMBER 2025  

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce. It began in August of 2021.  The purpose is 
to keep the people informed about what is happening in the Wauneta area.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, stories, 
or pictures, please get in touch with a Chamber member.  
 

Read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.   

To donate, please send it to the Wauneta Chamber, P.O. Box 211, Wauneta, NE 69045. Thank you to all who have 
graciously donated money, paper, and information for the Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Wauneta Chamber Business of the Month – November 2025 

HomeTown Agency, LLC 
This November, the Wauneta 
Chamber of Commerce is proud 
to recognize HomeTown 
Agency, LLC as our Business 
of the Month! 
Located at 130 N Tecumseh in 
Wauneta, HomeTown Agency has 
been serving southwest Nebraska 
since 1996. The agency was 
founded by Rick Einspahr and 
Terry Engell, who combined their 
years of insurance experience—
Rick starting in 1981 selling life 
insurance and Terry beginning her 
career in 1983—to build an agency 
focused on customer service and 
community relationships. What 
began with two locations in 
Wauneta and Cambridge has now 
grown to six offices across 
southwest Nebraska, employing 

19 dedicated team members, including four agents here in Wauneta. 

Today, Rick Einspahr and his co-owners continue to lead HomeTown Agency’s six locations, with Laurie Maris 
managing the Wauneta office. 

HomeTown Agency provides a wide range of insurance products including Personal, Business, Farm, Crop, LRP, 
PRF, Long Term Care, Life, and Health Insurance, among many others. As an independent agency, HTA isn’t tied 
to one company, giving customers the flexibility to find coverage that best fits their individual needs. 

Their mission statement says it best: 

“HomeTown Agency fosters a positive and caring environment. We have a passion for adding value to 
each insured's individual needs, while providing leadership in the communities served.” 

After nearly 30 years in business, the HomeTown Agency team takes great pride in their longevity and reputation for 
trusted service in an ever-changing industry. “The people of our community are responsible for making us what we are 
today,” they shared. “We are humbled by their loyalty.” 

HomeTown Agency’s commitment to Wauneta goes well beyond their office doors. Their team members are active in 
numerous local organizations, including the City Council, School Board, Nursing Home Board, Grocery Store 
Committee, Wauneta Foundation, and Hospital Board—just to name a few. They’re also known for their generosity 
in supporting local causes, such as providing all the bottled water for the school concession stand and hosting the 
bratwurst and hotdog feed during Harvest Fest, with 100% of donations going back to community projects. 

As longtime Chamber members, HomeTown Agency appreciates the relationships formed through the organization. 
“The Wauneta Chamber has been very supportive of HTA. Through the Chamber we’ve formed many relationships that 
have benefited our business,” they said. They also encourage others to get involved: “Being part of an organization with 
a common goal of making Wauneta a great place to live will only benefit your business. Many Chamber members are 
young families—the life blood of our town and its future.” 

HomeTown Agency currently serves more than 2,600 customers across Nebraska and seven other states, but their 
heart remains right here in Wauneta. “We hope to continue being one of Wauneta’s stable Main Street businesses,”  



they said. “The relationships we make with our customers and the opportunity to help people recover from a loss are 
what make our work so rewarding.” 

Congratulations to HomeTown Agency, LLC, the Wauneta Chamber’s November Business of the Month! 

GUESS WHO??                                                                                                 Last month was:  
                                                                                                                             

              Terry Lytle                                                                                

                                                                                                         

  
                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                                          

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

               Wauneta  

     Homecoming Royalty 

                    2025 

 

 



 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                    
 

 

 

                     

 

                            



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

         



 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 



RECIPES BY RHONDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun Dog Fact… Dogs Dream Just Like 

Humans! 

Researchers Found That Dogs Have Sleep Patterns Similar to Humans and 

That Smaller Dogs Dream More Than Larger Breeds! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



Church Worship 
Service Schedule 

Global Methodist Church                                                        
162 W Wichita, Wauneta  
Sunday 11:00 am MT 
 
God’s Missionary Church 
114 S. Otoe Str, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm 
MT                                           

                                                    
St. John Catholic Church 
499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT 
 
Hamlet Union Church 
411 Breeze St., Hamlet 
Sunday 10:45 am CT 
 
St Paul Lutheran Church  
33851 Road 726, Wauneta 
Sunday 8:30 am MT 
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
233 S. Arapahoe Ave. Wauneta 
Sunday 10:00 am MT 
                                              
SW Nebraska Holiness Church 
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta                        
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm      
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Local Returns Home to Offer First in Nebraska Type of PT 

The son of Karl and Judy Polly of Wauneta Nebraska, Jon has returned 

home after being gone for twenty-two years in Los Angeles, California 

where he owned and operated a Home Health Physical, Occupational 

and Speech Therapy business. Jon graduated Wauneta-Palisade High 

School in 1991. Jon attended Hastings College and graduated in 1996 

with distinction in his major of Pre-Physical Therapy. 

 In 1998, Jon attended Fontys Hogeschoolen Eindhoven in the 

Netherlands to earn a degree in Physical Therapy. At the time, this 

program was rated the number one physiotherapy school in Holland. 

Fontys Hogeschollen Eindhoven was one of four schools outside of the 

continental United States that did not require accreditation to take the 

physical therapy board exam, it was considered part of the US education 

system. Jon graduated in 2001 with a bachelor’s degree in 

Physiotherapy. Jon was given an opportunity to spend a year in Los 

Angeles completing his clinical affiliations and received a PT license in 

2002 in California. 

 Since returning to the Wauneta Nebraska area, Jon has obtained his PT 

license for Nebraska, and has been accredited to accept patients that have 



Medicare, Medicaid, Medicare Advantage, and several other Insurances, as well as self-pay payments. Jon is the first 

independent physical therapist, not affiliated with a hospital or clinic in the state of Nebraska. 

 With the experience of operating a Physical Therapy business in a home health care setting in the number 1 state in the 

nation for Home Health Care and the second largest city in nation, Los Angeles, California, Jon brings with him a wealth 

of knowledge and experience to his home town, and surrounding area. 

 Prior to June of 2023, Jon would not have been able to do the individualized services provided through Blue Sky 

Therapy Inc. due to Nebraska being under the health codes of ICD 9 codes. With the change of ICD 10 codes, and the 

health care system changing to a different methodology with putting patients first, and being patient directed in health 

care choices, opened the door for Blue Sky Therapy Inc. to provide services in the comfort and privacy of the patient’s 

home, guided by the goals set by the patient. This has enabled Jon, through Blue Sky Therapy Inc. to utilize CPT codes 

to bill with, instead of a set time frame for one ailment as is the customary routine for PT. Jon is able to treat multiple 

ailments with each visit, focusing on a, “full body approach.” Visits are typically an hour to an hour and half depending 

on the need and endurance/abilities, respiration rate and pain levels of the patient. 

 Due to the vast experience Jon brings to the communities, PT is not done in the traditional setting of the clinic/Hospital, 

but rather in the comfort and privacy of the patient’s home, utilizing what the patient has at the home. Such as, manual 

resistance utilizing a broom or shovel handles, grill guards on pickups, walking around kitchen islands, spinning lead 

ropes for a horse/utilizing cattle prods to write names in various plains of motion and training with devices on getting 

in/out of the home, and so much more. 

 Creating the Home Exercise Program in the patient’s home and utilizing the home/furnishings inside the home itself and 

in some cases the work shop on the property, makes it more likely that the patient will do the exercises required on a 

daily basis verses going to a clinic/Hospital. Each patient has unique needs, unique settings, and everything is tailored 

and custom for each patient. There is no rubber stamping, or walking around in circles, long car rides back and forth 

from the clinic/Hospital or going to ride a stationary bike while your therapist works with other patients before working 

with you again or having you handed off to an assistant who is also working with multiple people beside you. 

 When a patient receives services through Blue Sky Therapy Inc., each patient gets the undivided attention of Jon for the 

duration of each and every therapy session. Therapy ends when goals are obtained, this is not dictated by a specific time 

frame, but rather based on assessments and measurements of obtaining those goals, whether it is three months, six 

months, or a year. 

 Some testimonials of patients that have agreed to be quoted: 

 Virgil: “Who is Jon Polly PT? To me he is a prince of a guy. He greats you with respect and compassion. He is a man of 

God and truly cares for us all. He goes the extra mile to help and encourage you to live a better life. His willingness to 

push you into recovery is so spot on. I heard about Jon through family and friends and when the time came when I 

needed him he was there. He comes into your house like a gentle giant. Has the tools needed to get you on the road to 

recovery. I can testify that had it not been for Jon, I would have been hard pressed to get the physical therapy that I 

needed. Love the way he uses partner resistance exercises to get you mobil and strengthen while giving you guidance so 

not to hurt your self.” 

 Alta: “I am grateful for the wonderful PT received with a plan that was created just for me. I probably wouldn’t be able 

to still be in my home if it weren’t for the PT I have had through Blue Sky Therapy Inc. with Jon.” 

 Norma: “If you want help with aches and pain without travel, go through Blue Sky Therapy Inc. like I did.” 

 Lela: “He does a great job, and has been getting me back in shape!” 

 Patient: “Very professional, easy to work with, gave me lots of ideas of exercises to use, and flexible scheduling was 

amazing.” 



 Judy R: “Jon has been fantastic in providing me PT at my home. I have had many PTs since my motorcycle accident, 

and I have never had one that has cared for me as much as Jon does, and they did not listen to me. Jon listens to what I 

tell him, and we have such a good time while working, that we spend much of our time laughing and joking. My 

neighbors have asked me if we are getting any work done with all the laughing. I tell them that we are working while 

having fun. I will not go to any other PT from now on”. 

 Rodney: “All good” 

 The ICD 10 codes adopted by Nebraska in 2023 is a patient driven model, the patient is in control of the decision as to 

who provides PT services, not the doctor. If you would like a referral for PT to be done in the privacy and comfort of 

your own home, but are having difficulty in obtaining one, you can contact Blue Sky Therapy Inc. at 308-660-1001, Gail 

will be happy to assist you in obtaining a referral so you can receive PT from Jon. 

 These are just a sample of the areas that PT can assist you: increasing strength, pre-joint or recovering from joint 

replacement, being able to walk without a cane or walker, increasing endurance and stamina, fall prevention and balance 

training, or simply to continue living in your own home so you don’t have to go to an assisted living/nursing home. What 

area are you struggling with that could be made better? Give Blue Sky Therapy Inc. a call, and speak with Gail, please 

leave a message if she does not answer. Referrals can be made by any physician by faxing a referral form to 888-375-

5929.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a 

Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting 

at 5:03 pm MT on October 13, 2025, in the Wauneta-Palisade School Central Office, 214 West 

Wichita, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman. 

Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the 

Board approved method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in 

advance to all members of the Board of Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of 

the news media requesting notification of the meetings and advance notification to the listed 

media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this meeting was 

provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current 

copy of the Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the 

Board of Education, except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting 

was open to the attendance of the public. 



Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 

At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a 

current copy of the Open Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated 

poster, accessible to members of the public. 

Mission Statement 

Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday 

I. Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm MT. 

1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

2. Posting Verification. Maris and Jutten verified the meeting posting. 

3. Open Meetings Act Notice. 

4. Mission Statement 

II. Roll Call. Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron 

McKinney, Allison Sandman and Marty Wheeler. 

III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda. None. 

IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. None. 

V. Discussion Items 

1. Board Self-Evaluation. The board discussed the possibility of a board self- 

evaluation tool to help create goals and vision. 

VI. Action Items 

1. Approval and Signing of September Hearings Minutes and Regular Meeting 

Minutes. 

To approve and sign the minutes from 9/9/2025 tax asking hearing, budget 

hearing, LB243 hearing and the regular meeting passed with a motion by John 

Jutten and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: 

Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

2. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports 

To accept the monthly budget reports as presented and approve the district 

expenditures of Payroll: $313,280.51; GF Accounts Payable: $95,510.79 to a total 

of $408,791.30 passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Hondo 

Fanning. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: 



Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

3. Recognize WPEA for Negotiations 

To recognize the WPEA for 2027-2028 negotiations as the bargaining unit passed 

with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler. 

Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: 

Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler: Yea 

Discussion: Mr. Geier read the WPEA letter for negotiations 2027-2028. 

VII. Policy Review. None 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

1. Superintendent Report. Geier would like to thank and recognize Dan Kunneman 

with DSK Irrigation for the donation of 30 pieces of 10' pivot pipe. His donation to 

the school district is greatly appreciated. Geier recognized a bus driver for handling a 

stressful altercation/situation with poise and good decision-making. Hi-Line manager 

reached out in the aftermath of the bus situation. JH/HS VB at Med Valley tomorrow, 

College Fair at MCC tomorrow. Geier shared that JH VB/FB on Wednesday and 

District cross country on Thursday, FB on Friday v. Wallace, and 1st quarter ends on 

Friday. 

2. Principal Report, Frecks shared that parent-teacher conferences were well 

attended. Fire Safety Day was last Friday. Homecoming events this week with pep 

rally on Friday at 2:15 pm MT. Wauneta Fire Department will be visiting to review 

the facility and familiarize them with the layout. Elementary pumpkin patch last 

week. Words reading tutoring will begin next week with students. 

3. ESU 15 Report. Sandman shared that the meeting was today, items covered were 

the sale of the McCook building, ESU TEA recognition for negotiations. 

4. NASB Report. Sandman reminded the board of upcoming NASB state convention 

11/19-21 all members are registered. 

IX. Next Regular Meeting. Monday, November 10, 2025, at 5 pm MT. 

X. Adjourn. President Sandman adjourned the meeting at 6:10 pm MT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marj Rundback, 

Recording Board Secretary 



Dated this October 13, 2025 

Chase County School District #536 

a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools 

 

By: ____________________ Attest: ____________________ 

          Board 

Secretary                             Board 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


