WAUNETA HAPPENINGS
MARCR022

Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce and will begin once a month
starting in August 2021. The purpose is to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the
Wauneta area. If you have any suggestions, ideas, strigtures please contact a Chamber member.

Let your friends and family that have moved away know they can read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.
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youmay send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE 69045.

Jo Arenz sells Roonies and retires after
'i 38 years of providing service to the Wauneta
| Community. Thanks Jo, for all you have

. done over the years. oY have been great to
work with! We all wish you the very best in
the future.

New Owners, New Name, New Coffee in
Town

London Maris and Jamie Shifflet are the new
owners and will provide the same service
with a little extra, CoffeeNew Name will be
Meadowlark Lane

We are excited for your new venture and look forward to working with the two of you.

Good Luck!

Robert Goings ahLandon Lemburg have h
added ADVANCED MECHANICAL SYSTE{_
LLC to the Wauneta Main Street. Full line ¥
Heating, Air Conditioning, Residential,
Commercial, new Installs and Service on
existing systems. Give them a call at
308-394-5488 or 308382-1377.




THE WAUNETA CHAMBER
INVITES YOU TO HELP US CELEBRATE

- AND GIVE THANKS TO QUR LONG TIME
2 CHATEAU THEATRE OPERATOR
RICHARD "PUDGE" HAMILTON

ON HIS RETIREMENT AFTER 50+ YEARS
THANK YOU
PUDGE! OF QUTSTANDING SERVICE!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY. MARCH 8TH AT THE

WAUNETA SENICR CENTER
1PM TG 4PM

FEATURING COMED AN

Deave lestroct

FRIDAY - MARCH 4TH
WAUNETA COMMUNITY BLDG

6:30 PM DRINKS - 7:30 PM DINNER - 8:30 PM SHOW
SILENT AUCTION - CASH BAR

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WAUNETA CROSSROADS
$35 MEAL & SHOW - $40 AT THE DOOR
$20 SHOW ONLY AT 8:30 PM

- AGE 21 & OLDER ONLY -
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stage time.
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round door hangers!
To Reserve a spot, Call or text Sabrina at8D81796.

This eent will be held on Wednesday, March 23, at
5:30 pm.

When you register, you will pick which door hanger
you would like to make.

Cost is $35.00 and will include the hanger and spring
style bows




NEBRASKA FARM BROTHERS RETIRE, GIFT
FARM MACHINERY

THEIR GEMEROSITY POWERS A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR. AREA YOUTH.

By

Bill Spiegel
21212022

Nebrasiia farﬁler H;iI.I]{ Wicke
“This is a good old truck,” the retiring farmer told me, softly, when he opened the door to his machine shed.

Inside was the purchase I'd driven 350 miles to obtain: a 1999 Chevrolet 1-ton pickup. I'd seen the truck on the Fanning
Auction Serviee sale bill, thinking it would be a good rig to handle trailers on my own farm. And, selfishly, my dad had one
similar to it that we'd sold a decade ago. [ wished I hadn't. The opportunity te buy this one seemed like I was righting a
wrong, as sometimes melancholy farm kids are wont to do.

I was the suceessful bidder in an online auction on the Chevy. Karen Fanning, one of the duo who runs Fanning Auetion,
told me that the owner — Hank Wicke and his brother, Dale — were bachelors. All the proceeds from their sale would
benefit the Nebraska Community Foundation.

This, I thought, had the makings of a good story.

T had crossed into Mountain Time to enter Chase County, Nebraska, and had been told to turn south at the town of
Wanneta. I was a little early, so I drove into downtown Waunneta, the business district of which was lined with several
shops — a grocery store, banks, insuranee offices, and a ear dealer, among others. The street and sidewalks were neat and
tidy. Almost all the storefmnts were occupied. Clearh the 550 or so residents take pride in their community. Not every
rural community, I said to myself, is this fortunate.

Tour over, I headed south g miles to Mr. Wicke’s farm, crossing the county line into Dundy County. His place is
immaculate. Nothing was out of place, save for a few items yet to be retrieved from the January 22 anction. A windbreak to
the west and north of his home and outbuildings was the only obstacle from seemingly miles and miles of level land. The
landscape was breathtakingly simple, vet stunning. That was the first thing I told Hank when he greeted me.

“Wot far from here there are canvons over 100 feet deep,” he said. “Do you want to see them?" Heck ves, I replied.

We visited about his farm for a little bit before getting to business. His brother, Dale, is a bachelor too, foreed to quit
farming a few years ago after Parkinson’s disease began to take a toll on his body. Dale lives in a nursing home now. Hank
and Dale were the only two of the six Wicke kids to farm.

They are the third — and last — generation to operate this property, which Hank’s grandfather bought in 1922. He moved
some 60 miles northwest from Ludell, Kansas, vet moved back after a short time. Hank’s dad, Henry, chose to take over
the Nebraska farm, where he married and with his wife raised four boys and two girls.

We were walking to the machine shed where the truck was parked during our chat, kicking up dust with every step. This
arid area of Nebraska was much drier than normal. “It hasn't rained here since summer,” Hank remarked.

Despite drought and wind, the inside of Hank's storage building was clean. Spotless. The brothers kept only a few items
from more than 6o vears of farming: a wooden-wheeled wagon, a small tractor, mower, a few tools. The rest had been sold

less than 10 days before.

The old Chevy was one of just a few items left. We loaded it onto my ear trailer and chained it in place, chatting as we
proceeded.



Hank, 81, and Dale, 83, raised wheat and corn on the loamy soils of Dundy County. Dale graduated from high school,
joined the military, and served in the Korean War. Hank went to the University of Nebraska-Lineoln and earned an
agrieultural economies degree, before joining the service and serving a tour of duty in Japan after the fighting in Korea
ended.

Returning to the family farm was never in doubt. It's all either brother wanted to do.

At the farm’s peak, the Wickes ran a cow herd with their dad, in addition to 2,800 acres of dryland corn, wheat, and grain
sorghum. They also raised certified wheat seed until a few years ago. The cows left some time back, although Hank still
takes pride in a tight fence and clean pasture.

The Wickes’ pasture — a half mile east of the home place — is where the topography changes abruptly. Who knows how
many thousands of vears ago, just a stone’s throw from the Wickes’ property line, water began to carve throngh the loamy
soil, progressing into wild crevices before dumping into what became the Republican River, some 40 miles downstream.

The Wickes have 80 acres of grass here, with canyons more than 100 feet deep spreading to the southeast. The stream is
long gone, the banks covered with native grasses. It's a spectacular view, and one that Hank relishes.

“It’s really pretty in the spring,” he says proudly. “It’s a nice place.”

The canyons are a little bit like the Wigke brothers. From a distance, the average person cannot see the depth and
magnitude of the changing topography. Dale and Hank led a quiet, humble life, calling little attention to themselves. Yet,
their values center on helping others. The brothers can retire comfortably, so it just made sense to use the farm auction as
a way to help others. In a unique transaction, they gifted the machinery to the Nebraska Community Foundation, proceeds
from which to be used loeally. Hank hopes they will fund scholarships to young people wishing to pursue a post-secondary
college or technical education. Maybe towns like his beloved Wauneta can use grants to help with communitv projects.

It’s not in Dale or Hank’s nature to talk about generosity, but word got out before the sale. “We both just decided to do it,”
he says succinetly.

Renting farmland out to a neighboring farmer who has two sons active in the operation is another way of giving back.

To many, the end of an era brings mixed feelings. Selling the equipment they accumulated over the years, and watching
other farmers harvest the land they proudly worked over the years can’t be easy.

“It’s kind of sad there’s no Wicke to take over,” he acknowledges. “But it's time. I can’t do the things I used to be able to do.
We made a good living. None of my nieces or nephews want to farm. It's hard, but I'm at peace.”

There is no regret.

Retirement will bring the joys and frustrations of following Cornhusker football and being
active in the community. He loves to travel, having visited all seven continents. He's eager
to do more of that in the coming years. Yet, no matter where his travels take him, he is
eager to return home, to Dundy County.




COMMUNITY

VISIONING

Wauneta
Community
Visioning Session

WHEN:
Tuesday,
March 29, 2022
5:00 PM MST

WHERE:

Wauneta
Community
Building

FOR MORE INFO:
Call or text
Tina Kitt
308.882.1844

WE WANT TO HEAR
YOUR IDEAS FOR THE
FUTURE OF WAUNLETA!

The Wauneta Community Fund
is hosting a Visioning Session
facilitated by
Nebraska Community Foundation -
and we need YOUR input!

Please join us on

Tuesday, March 29
atg:oo pm MT

We will talk about your hopes and dreams
for the future of Wauneta.
Together we'll hone in on shared goals and
priorities for the hometown we love.

A complimentary meal will be provided.

Wauneta Community Fund
Is and affiliated fund of
Nebraska Community Foundation






