WAUNETA HAPPENINGS
APRIL 2022
Wauneta Happenings is produced by the Wauneta Chamber of Commerce and will begin once a month
starting in August 2021. The purpose is to help keep the people informed about what is going on in the
Wauneta area. If you have any suggestions, ideas, stories or pictures please contact a Chamber member.
Let your friends and family that have moved away know they can read the newsletters at Wauneta.com.
If you have been enjoying the “Wauneta Happenings” and you would like to make a donation for the cause,
you may send to Wauneta Chamber PO Box 211 Wauneta, NE 69045.

Richard (Pudge) & Cheryl Hamilton Retire from Chateau Theatre

We wish you both the very best in your retirement. You will be missed!
Thanks to David and Tina Hamilton for helping with
the Marque every week!

Kelly Wilcox and Tara Lyon take over
duties at Wauneta Chateau

NEW WINTER MOVIE TIMES:
Saturdays 6:00 pm and Sundays 2:30 pm

WAUNETA-PALISADE PROM 2022

HOMECOMING KING & QUEEN - AIDAN KENNICUTT & KATLYNN PARRISH
Church Worship Service Schedule
First United Methodist Church
162 W Wichita, Wauneta
Sunday 10:30 am MT

Redeemer Lutheran Church
233 S Arapahoe Ave, Wauneta
Sunday 8:30 am MT

God’s Missionary Church
114 S Otoe St, Wauneta
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT

St John Catholic Church
499 S Arikaree Ave, Wauneta
Sunday 10:00 am Mass MT

Hamlet Union Church
411 Breeze St, Hamlet
Sunday 10:45 am CT

St Paul Lutheran Church
33851 Road 726, Wauneta
Sunday 10:00 am MT

SW Nebraska Holiness Church
34850 Rd 724, Wauneta
Sunday 10:30 am & 6:00 pm MT
Save the Date! Mother's Day Weekend Concert
Wauneta United Methodist Church is hosting a Community Concert featuring the piano/violin duo of Kevin and
Heidi Cheng.
Saturday, May 7, at 5 pm MT in Wauneta UMC Sanctuary
Light refreshment will be served. Everyone is Welcome!
To learn more about the Chengs or to get a sample of what this concert will offer you can find them online
at https://link.edgepilot.com/s/3fc64c5c/NHJgH3u0zkilyXig4LEBTQ?u=http://kevinandheidicheng.com/

WAUNETA-PALISADE FFA HELPS CLEAN CEMETERY
On Saturday the 26th of March the Wauneta Palisade FFA Chapter with Instructor Tana Engel and Scott
Kennicutt assisted Bill Bischoff, Superintendent of Village of Wauneta for a Cemetery Clean up. Taking care
of the Riverside Cemetery in the Spring is a huge undertaking with the pine needles. The FFA class raked all
the needles away from trees and headstones making it possible for a tractor and rake to bring pine needles to the
edges of the road where later the Village employees will pick up and haul away for disposal.
The job was finished up by a picnic in the cemetery with pizza and drinks. The students made it fun even with
the hard work. We are very lucky to have instructors like Tana Engel and Scott Kennicutt. Wauneta and
Palisade are truly blessed with a Great School System and Great Students!
We had 23 students show up to help:
Colby Hoskovec, Garrett Hanna, Trace Bley, Hunter Miner, Trey McCrumb, Derik Kennicutt, Ryleigh
McCrumb, Aidan Kennicutt, Peyton Vrbas, Chloe Stehno, Kalli Hoskovec, Bryson Smith, Justin
Warembourg, Mandy Sandoval, Lilian Sandoval, Issy Thompson, Kameran McCrumb, Konner McCrumb,
Cheyene Parrish, Noah Sandman, Konnor Shifflet, Clayton Fanning, Draven Miner.

WAUNETA PALISADE FFA GREENHOUSE TO OPEN APRIL 19, 2022

We will also have some chicks for sale that are hatching the beginning of next week! They will be $1.50 and
we should have approximately 80 to sell along with a few ducks!

Wauneta Medical Clinic
Wauneta Clinic is open Monday through Thursday from 09:00am until 4:00pm. Closed on Fridays. Closed from noon
until 01:00pm for the lunch hour. We try to post on social media when unforeseen closures happen.
Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

B. Hanes APRN 9-4pm closed for lunch
J. Spady PA-C 9-4pm closed for lunch
N. Havel PA 9-4pm closed for lunch
B. Hanes APRN 9-4pm closed for lunch
Dr. Luhrs 9-4pm closed for lunch

Wauneta Clinic will be closed next week, April 4th – April 8th due to staffing issues
My Healthy Tuesdays 2nd Tuesday of the month, by appointment
Wauneta Medical Clinic has free at-home COVID test kits available free of charge to the public. Call ahead, staff will
meet you outside the clinic with your kits. Kits are good for one year.
Kits are also available at the Chase County Clinic in Imperial. Please call 308-882-7299 with questions.

Alicia Ridlen RN BSN
Clinic Administrator

All of us at the Chase County Community Hospital and Clinics are so excited to announce
that Dr. James Kerr has joined our staff on a fulltime bases as of Monday, February 28,
2022.
Dr. Kerr, is a Family Medicine Specialist from Yankton, SD who will be bringing 38 years of
Physician experience to our Medical Staff. He is currently licensed in South Dakota,
Nebraska, Wyoming & Montana. He is fully trained and certified in Basic Life Support
(BLS), Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS), Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS),
Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) and Neonatal Resuscitation.
He earned his medical degree from Texas Tech University and went on to complete the
Cheyenne Family Practice Residency Program at the University of Wyoming in
1987. Some of his experience that really stands out includes: 1) ER Medical Director
Sacred Heart Hospital ER in Yankton, SD; 2) EMS Medical Director for Yankton County; 3)
Chief of Medical Staff Sacred Heart Hospital in Yankton, SD.
Dr. Kerr has been married to Jennifer Coffey since December 21, 2012. Jennifer is Nurse
Practitioner with significant experience in the medical field as well. They have four
children from 17 to 13 - a girl, 2 boys and a girl. He likes to help his wife on the farm
where they raise goats, horses, alpacas, sheep, birds, dogs, cats, rabbits and chinchillas.
His interests included playing the guitar and singing. He hopes to resume the use of his
Private Pilot’s license (with instrument-IFR rating) very soon. He also has his Commercial
Driver’s License (CDL) just in case he needs to pull his RV. He is conversational in three
languages; English, German & French. He was actually a German Translator when he
served in the Army in the early seventies.

All of us at the Chase County Community Hospital and Clinics are so excited to announce
that Dr. Kayla Luhrs has joined our already outstanding Medical Staff on a fulltime bases
as of March 22, 2022.
Dr. Luhrs grew up salmon fishing and berry picking in the coastal island town of Ketchikan
Alaska. She was previously a full-time staff physician at Petersburg Medical Center in
Alaska, where she provided outpatient, inpatient and emergency services.
Dr. Luhrs has family ties in Imperial as she is the granddaughter of Mary Luhrs and a niece
of Tom and Lynn Luhrs, all of Imperial. Her parents are John Luhrs of Lawrence, Kansas
and Krista D’Angelo, who lives in Maui. One of her two sisters is a family physician in
Juneau, Alaska, and the other lives in Germany.
She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in zoology/physiology from the University of
Wyoming in 2008, then her Doctorate of Medicine from the University of Washington
School of Medicine in Seattle in 2012.
She became board-certified in Family Medicine in 2015 and has several additional
certifications. She has the training and experience to make an immediate impact. Beyond
that, she exemplifies our Mission Statement in that she is: “Dedicated to compassionate
and professional healthcare.”
She has joined Chase County’s other family physicians Dr. David Younger and Dr. James
Kerr along with Brandy Hanes, APRN, and Physician Assistants Jodi Spady and Nicole
Havel.
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Luhrs, call the Chase County Clinic @ (308) 3945593 or (308) 882-7299.

Join us for a meet and greet with Dr. Luhrs in the Wauneta Medical Clinic on Friday, May 6,
2022 from 3:00pm until 5:00pm.

Specialty Clinic Calendar for Chase County Community Hospital

Wauneta Community Fund Visioning
Session was held March 29, 2022.
Thanks to all who attended, Denise Garey and her
crew from the Nebraska Community Foundation for
presenting, the Wauneta-Palisade FFA for serving the
baked potato bar and walking tacos.
What a night! Well over 80 people attended. So
many ideas for the Wauneta Community, can’t wait
to see what happens from here.
Wauneta Community Fund Advisory Committee:
Tina Kitt, Rick Einspahr, Arlan Wine, Landen Lawless,
Evelyn Skelton, Brenda Anderson, Randy Raile, Dixie
Travis Wellman.

WAUNETA CARE & THERAPY
The month of March comes with much anticipation of spring and new change. Our residents and staff are
excited to get more outdoorsy when the weather allows! Soon we will be starting a gardening club and
other fun- in- the- sun activities!
This month at WCTC we were able to get our new ice cream machine up and running! Thanks to Elaine
Berry for donating the funds to get us this sweet treat! The residents and staff can enjoy soft serve ice
cream after Bingo on Wednesdays!
We celebrated Mardi Gras at the beginning of the month by wearing beads and playing the game, "Stealmy-beads" in the afternoon.

The week of St. Patrick's Day brought lots of enthusiasm for our residents and staff. We had a week full of
learning about St. Patrick and how the traditions, we see today, originated. On the day of our staff and
residents were decked out in green and we enjoyed an Irish meal followed by "Booze and Tattoos." Nonalcoholic beer was served and the residents got to pick a lucky tattoo!
In other news, WCTC held a Town Hall meeting on the 13th to raise awareness about the staffing crisis
that many care homes, including us are facing. Ron Ross, CEO of Rural Health Development spoke to
approximately 50 community members about the issue. The full recording can be viewed on our Facebook
Page. Since the meeting, our home has hired 6 new staff members!

GUESS WHO????????????????
If you have a picture you would like to submit for the Guess Who, please bring it
to Sandhills State Bank and we can make a copy of it for a later issue.
March Issue – Guess Who? Was…………………
Lela Marie Hamilton and Viola Krausnick

WAUNETA CHATEAU MOVIE SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2022

NEW WINTER MOVIE TIMES:
Saturdays 6:00 pm and Sundays 2:30 pm

April Movie Sponsor - Monte & Deb Nordhausen

RECIPES FROM RHONDA
No Bake Pineapple Dream Dessert
Graham Cracker Crust Ingredients

Pineapple Filling Ingredients

1 C Sugar

1 8 oz package cream cheese

1 C unsalted Butter melted

1 C Crushed Pineapple drained

2 ½ C graham cracker Crumbs

1 8 oz container of Cool Whip

Whipped Pineapple Topping Ingredients
¼ C pineapple chunks for topping
¼ C toasted shredded coconut for topping
1 8 oz Cool Whip
1 Teaspoon pineapple extract
1-2 drops yellow gel food coloring

Crust Directions
In a medium mixing bowl, mix the crushed graham crackers, sugar and butter until well combined. Press into a 9 x9
baking dish and set aside.
Pineapple Filling Directions
Using a standing mixer, cream the cream cheese until smooth and creamy. Gradually mix in the powdered sugar until
well combined. Mix in the cool whip and beat until fluffy. With a spatula fold in the crushed pineapple. Spoon the
filling over the crust, and smooth with a angled spatula until even.
Pineapple Topping Directions
In a medium bowl, combine the Cool Whip, Pineapple extract and yellow food coloring. Mix until combined. Using an
Angled Spatula, spread the topping evenly over the Pineapple filling. Sprinkle with toasted coconut and pineapple
chunks. Refrigerate overnight for the pineapple dessert to firm up.

Meadowlark Lane Coffee & Floral - Pretty Things Coming Soon…
Although our doors are closed right now for renovation, we are still accepting floral orders and want to
accommodate in any way we can during this transition! Please call us at 308-394-5144 or message us on our
Facebook page for any questions/orders. We are so ready to serve this community we call home and can’t
wait to welcome you back into these doors this summer.

Mother’s Day is quickly approaching and we encourage you to get your orders in early to ensure we get your
loved one’s favorite selection. This year we will be offering custom arrangements, hanging baskets, gift
certificates, and a woman’s favorite - a floral subscription! Floral subscriptions can be purchased in 3, 6, 9, or
12 month options. Subscription arrangements will be available for pickup/delivery the first Wednesday of
each month and is designed with our best seasonal selection.

Wauneta-Palisade Schools Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes

The Board of Education for the District of Chase County School District #15-0536 a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools
was convened in open, public session for a Regular Meeting at 6:00 PM Mountain on March 15, 2022, in the Central
Office, Wauneta Attendance Center, PO Box 368, Wauneta, NE 69045, by President Sandman.
Notice of the meeting was given in advance by publication and/or posting in accordance with the Board approved
method for giving notice of meetings. Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of
Education. The Secretary of the Board maintains a list of the news media requesting notification of t meetings and
advance notification to the listed media of the time and place of the meeting and the subjects to be discussed at this
meeting was provided. Availability of the agenda was communicated in the publicized notice and a current copy of the
Agenda was maintained as stated in the publicized notice. All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.
Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting
At the beginning of the meeting, President Sandman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the
Open Meeting Act is permanently posted in the meeting room on a laminated poster, accessible to members of the
public.
Mission Statement
Inspiring our Youth, Expecting Results Everyday
I.Call to Order. President Sandman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm MT.
I.1. Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
I.2. Posting Verification. Maris and Fanning verified.
I.3. Open Meeting Act Notice.
I.4. Mission Statement
II. Roll Call. Present Board Members: Hondo Fanning, John Jutten, Laurie Maris, Aaron McKinney, Allison Sandman,
Marty Wheeler
III. Amendments to the Agenda/Approval of the Proposed Agenda
IV. Recognition of Visitors/Public Comments. Brock Malcom asked that the SparqData be updated with the
minutes. Vanessa Fanning asked that if the committee was formed for book review and that process. Mick Majors asked
that we stream our meetings on Facebook. Skylar Sutherland also asked that we find a way to stream our meetings.
V. Discussion Items
V.1. Possible Building Updates
Sandman shared that the Board is looking at all options with respect to our buildings and the future of them. The Board
has discussed that moving everyone to one location would be more efficient and improve the educational experience for
our students. Geier shared that nothing is finalized for plans of the buildings. We are gathering information and will
plan meetings in both locations. Maris asked good questions of Mr. Frecks thoughts on two buildings versus one with
pros and cons. Fanning shared that Dietz shared in his superintendent experience moving all students to Eustis and
closing Farnum and in turn, test scores did improve. Jacob Sertich shared updated drawings to review based on FNCM
financial review of the districts finances. The board discussed with Jacob what a bond issue process looks like. The
board would like to move forward with community meetings within the next two weeks if scheduling allows. Geier
reminded the board that we still have to renovate and update Wauneta. The Board recognizes that the Palisade building
is not salvageable and a new building would need to be designed and built. The districts current finances would not be
able to fund a new building in Palisade as that would require all new funding.
VI. Action Items

VI.1. Approval and Signing of 2/14/2022 Regular Meeting Minutes. To approve and sign 2/14/2022 regular meeting
minutes passed with a motion by Laurie Maris and a second by Aaron McKinney.
Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler:
Yea
VI.2. Approval of District Expenditures and Budget Reports. To approve the monthly budget reports as presented and
approve district expenditures of Payroll $275,798.57, Accounts Payable $92,651.27 for a total of $368,449.84 passed
with a motion by Hondo Fanning and a second by Marty Wheeler.
Hondo Fanning: Yea, John Jutten: Yea, Laurie Maris: Yea, Aaron McKinney: Yea, Allison Sandman: Yea, Marty Wheeler:
Yea
VII. Policy Review
VIII. Administrative Reports
VIII.1. Superintendent Report. Mr. Geier shared that the External Visitation was conducted today in our district and
happens every 5 years for NDE accreditation. A full report will be completed in one month, but highlights were: a very
positive student climate, positive relationships between students and staff, impressed with how our district operated
during COVID, liked our PLC and Marzanno process. Mr. Frecks shared that the school improvement team looks at what
areas the school could improve and reading comprehension was one of them. State tests have changed three times in
the last five years. RPAC Supt. meeting in McCook on Wednesday, March 16. NRCSA begins tomorrow thru Friday.
VIII.2. Principal Report. Mr. Frecks shared that it was great to have the high school students in Palisade to read to the
younger student on Friday March 4th. Also on that day the FFA had a petting zoo at the school in Palisade. It was a very
exciting day and enjoyed by all.
VIII.3. Activities Report. Mr. Gaston the we are in an activities transition between basketball and track right now. RPAC
instrumental music will be held in Southwest on Tuesday, March 22.
InterHigh day will be held at MCC on March 23. District music will held in April. Prom is this weekend with all high school
students invited to the dance.
VIII.4. ESU 15 Report
VIII.5. NASB Report
X. Next Regular Meeting
April 11, 2022 Regular Meeting in Palisade @ 6 MT/7 CT
March 28, 2022 Facilities Informational Meeting in Palisade 6 MT/7 CT
April 4, 2022 Facilities Informational Meeting in Wauneta 6 MT/7 CT
XI. Adjourn. Meeting is adjourned @ 8:02 pm MT.
Respectfully submitted,
Marj Rundback
Recording Secretary
Dated this March 15, 2022
Chase County School District #536
a/k/a Wauneta-Palisade Public Schools
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